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IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 8th February reports 
revalence of theft in N arayandahar in the Mymen- 
singh district. The chaukidars do not keep watch 
at night. a 
2. Tho Sanjay of the 13th February says that a most objectionable 
stem of begar has been brought into practice in 
aes North Lakhimpur in Assam since the 29th January 
last, and even boys are not exempted. This has caused quite an alarm in the 
place, and adult males are flying into the jungle. Agriculture is, in conse- 
quence, at a standstill. The Gayonburas, moreover, are collecting rice from 
every household without giving any receipt or paying any price for the same. 
It is hoped that the Assam Government will soon put a stop to the zubberdusi 
ractice. 
. 3. A correspondent of the Samay of the 12th February complains that 
on the 30th —7 last two badmashes attacked 
two shop-keepers of Kidderpore on the Diamond 
Harbour road and severely belaboured them with 
lathis, he injured men raised an alarm, and a few passers-by and two cons- 
tables appeared on the scene and arrested the offenders. As the badmash:s were 
being taken to the Ekbalpore thana, several others of their gang forcibly 
rescued them from the hands of the police and fled. The police slept over 
the matter, but the people of the locality complained to the higher authorities 
and a detective Superintendent made an inquiry, but the badmashes are still 
at large. The J)iamond Harbour road is infested with dadmashes and high- 
way men. A police-station should be established near the Majher Hat Station. 
4, A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 13th February complains of 
police espionage in a Congress meeting which was 
held at Nuldha in the Khulna district on the 29th 
November last. The Fakirhat police caused a few 
local gentlemen to fill up a form giving the following particulars :— 
(1) The date on which the meeting was held to elect delegates tu the 
Indian National Congress. 
(2) Tho name and address of the President and the business transacted at 
the meeting. 
(3) The number of people present at the meeting. 
(4) The names of the delegates elected. 
ta) A description of the delegates. 
6) The resolutions passed at the meeting. 
(7) The impression created in the mind of the audience. 
8) The amount of subscriptions raised ut the meeting. 
9) How the expenses incurred by the delegates were def: ayed. 
( 10) Name, address and description of each gentleman present at the 
meeting. 
(11) Whether any of the delegates belonged to any public association. 
(12) Whether any of them were editors of newspapers. 
(13) ‘The names of newspapers subscribed to by Naldha people. 


Prevalence of theft in a village 
in the Mymensingh district. 


Badmashee on the Diamond 
Harbour road. 


Police espionage in a Congress 
meeting. 


(14) Whether any of the people present at the meeting were members of 


District Boards or Commissioners of Municipalities. 


(15) Whether there were any well-known public men present at the 
meeting. | 


(16) ‘The names of the delegates who actually joined th 
date on which they started for the Congress one A =n eee ann ihe 
Now, what was the object of this enquiry—this police espionage in a 
Congress meeting? The Congress leaders sisal try to unravel the mystery. 
Otherwise eople may get frightened, and the Congress cause may suffer. 
5. ne Faring Biswas, resident of Momarakpur, post-office Kansat, 
district Malda, writing in the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of 
the 13th February, complains as follows :— 
_ 1. Muhammad Alki, the Cabuli peon of Mr. J. R. 
Hollow, Manager of Raja Suryyakanta Acharyya Bahadur’s Shershahsbad. 


Zamindari oppression in the 
Malda district. i 


CHarRu MIGIR, 
Feb. 8th, 187. 


SaNJaY, 
Feb. 12th, 1597. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 13th, 1897, 


MIHIR-O SUDHAKAR, 


Feb. 18th, 1897. 


BaNKURA DARPAN, 


Feb. 16th . 1897, 


SAHACHAR, 
Feb. 10th, 1897. 


HITAvaDI, 
Feb. 12th, 1897. 
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estate, goes about the bazaars and villages armed with dagger, pistol, &c., and 
has thereby struck gieat terror into the hearts of the raiyats. 

2. Evenin these days of distress, when the raiyats are starving, the 
zamindar’s men are extorting illegal cesses from them, at the rate of 4 annas 
per rupee of rent for the zamindar and 2 annas per rupee for the gomashia, 
Those who fail to pay these cesses are brought by peons to the cutcherry, and 
made to stand in the sun on one leg for hours. Even the peons extort perquisites 
from them. 

8. Ifany raiyat cuts down atree and sells the timber, he is caught, 
brought to the cutcherry, and made to pay a fine equal to four or five times 
the price of the tree. 

4. The Magistrate came to enquire into these oppressions, but went away 
before the raiyats could see him. ‘The raiyats do not venture to go to him to 
the head-quarters, because whenever the zamindar’s officers hear of their going 
to the sadar, they station men on the way to stop them. 

5. Onthe 29th January last, a raiyat of Chamandatala was arrested at 
the Adt by seven or eight peuns, brought to the Kansat cutcherry, and detained 
there. The next day, on the police getting his release, he was going home 
with some other men, when all of them were attacked and beaten by about 
a dozen of the Raja’s barkandazes, and were threatened with further punish- 
ment. | 

6. Acorrespondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 16th February com- 

lains that the chaukidars of the village Darpan, 
in the Bankura district, do not keep regular watch 
at night, and petty thefts have, in consequence, 
become frequent. Neglect of their duty by the police and the panchayets is 
answerable for this state of things. 


Thefts in a village in the 
Bankura district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Sahachar of the 10th February does not think that the punish- 
ment inflicted upon the editor of the Hitavadi has 
been severe. When the jury brought in a unani- 
mous verdict of guilty, the Judge could entertain no doubt about the guilt of 
the accused, and, considering the — of the charge, which was one of 
defaming the character of a respectable lady, he was justified in passing the 
sentence of nine months’ simple imprisonment, But the question is, were the 
jury right in arriving at the verdict of guilty? In deciding this question, the 
fact must not be lost sight of that the jury had no alternative but to bring in 
that verdict, for the Judge’s direction to them was evidently based upon the 
assumption that the guilt of the accused had been proved by evidence. In 
this the Judge was seriously mistaken. If he had examined more witnesses 
both on behalf of the prosecution and of the defence, he would have found the 
difference of opinion regarding the meaning of the poem grow wider and wider. 
Though ill-feeling between the complainant and the accused was satisfactorily 
proved, still the difference of opinion that was observed in regard to the 
meaning of the poem entitled the accused to a verdict of not guilty. 

The Presidency Magistrate, Mr. Pearson, took the help of a Bengali 
Magistrate when he heard the case. Mr. Justice Jenkins, too, should have taken 
the help of one of the three native Judges of the High Court. There 1 
nothing to prevent two Judges sitting at the Sessions. 

8. The Hitavadi of the 12th February complains that Mr, Westmacott, 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, is carry- 
ing things with a high hand. He has lately issued 
a circular by virtue of which Sub-Deputy Collectors 
will have to continually wander about in the mufassal. The inconvenience 
which will be thus caused to them is better felt than described. It is Mr. West- 
macott’s standing order to all District Magistretes that they should keep 
Sub-Deputy Collectors continuall employed in mufassal work, and if they 
cannot do so, work will be found for them elsewhere. The district authorities 
are consequently forced to employ Sub-Deputy Collectors in unnecessary and 
even low work, In the Presidency Division they are never entrusted with 
Magisterial work. Mr. Westmacott has circulated a form which is to be filled 


The conviction of the Ritavadi. 


The Sub-Deputy Collectors in 
the Presidency Division. 
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up by every District Magistrate under him. In this form the duties to be 
performed by a Sub-Deputy Collector are stated, and in the scale of these duties 
the last place is given to magisterial work. It1s quite clear that in judging of 
the merit and efficiency of a Sub-Deputy Collector, the Commissioner of the 
Presidency Division attaches most importance to the length of his tour. The 
following is the form referred to:— 


1. Name of officer. 

2. Settlement— 
(az) Quantity of land measured. 
im Number of chittas prepared. 


38. Butwara— 


(a) Quantity of land measured. 
ay Number of investigations held. 


4, Land acquisition— 


(a2) Quantity of land measured. 
(6) Amount of compensation paid. 


5, Number of investigations held in criminal, revenue and miscellaneous 
cases, 2 

6. Number of persons examined on the spot. 

7. Number of statistical enquiries made. 

8. Amount of collection made from the mahals under the direct manage- 
ment of Government. 

9. Number of miles travelled. 

0. Number of days stayed at a distance of not less than five miles from 
the head-quarters, 

ll. Judicial— 


(a) Number of cases disposed of. 
(6) Number of witnesses examined, 


12. Remarks. 


The following is a copy of the letter addressed to the Collector of Jessore 
in which the Commissioner of the Presidency Division desires that official to 
~— the Sub-Deputy Collector in his district continually employed in 
mutfassal work. 


No. 169R.L., dated Caloutta, the 28th January 1897. 


From—The Personal Assistant to the Commissioner, Presid Divisi 
To—The Collector of Jessore. oe 


Wirn reference to the statement of work done by Sub-Deputy Collectors l 
your district for the month of December last,’ received with your NN 4 1963, dated og ond 
instant, I am directed to say at this season you must arrange for employing your Sub- 
eneny Collector continually in the field. If you cannot do so, work can * ound for him 
elsewhere. 


This is not all, Mr. Westmacott lays great stress on the point in . 
graph 143 of his Administration Report. It aon strange that ales this ‘Sub- 
Deputy Collectors should try their best to evade these oppressive rules by 
concealing the truth. The District Magistrate of Jessore recommended the 
suspension of a Sub-Deputy Collector for simply speaking of the Christmas 
holidays as holidays in his diary, because he did no work during that 
period. Is it strange that a Sub-Deputy Collector should hesitate to report 
the true state of things when he has no work in his hands, fearing lest 
a true statement in such acase should provoke the displeasure of his official 
superiors? Jt is, however, quite clear from the Bengal Government’s 
Resolution No. 311(A), dated the 4th July 1892, and also from the Revenue 
Circular No. 4 of 1895 that Mr. Westmacott’s conduct is unlawful. It is clear- 
ly stated in this Resolution and this Circular (1) that the Commissioners 
should not employ Sub-Deputy Collectors in mufassal work of any and every 
kind, (2) that they should be employed in the sader in magisterial and other 
duties, and (3) that. Sub-Deputy Collectors should be treated as the equals 
of Deputy Collectors in every respect. How could Mr. Westmacott venture to 
violate these clear orders of the Government and the Revenue Board? ; 
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We humbly pray the Lieutenant-Governor to call for an explanation on 
the following points from Mr. Westmacott :— | 


(1) Is the Commissioner of the Presidency Division aware of the exist- 
ence of the Resolution and the circular in question? 

(2) Why does he purposely keep the Sub-Deputy Collectors employed 
in purely mufassal work in spite of the Resolution and the 
circular in question ? 

(3) Has he ever employed them in magisterial work ? 


SaNsIVaNt, 9. The Sanjivaniof the 13th February is surprised to notice that within the 
Feb. 13th, 1897. _ period from July 1893 to January 1897, ten Magis- 
ratgmccession of young Magis- trates have, one after another, been posted to 


Khulna. Most of these Magistrates were raw 
young officers fresh from home. One of them, Mr. Brown, was imported from 
Assam and was quite innocent of district work. It is not at all strange that under 
such inexperienced officers the district offices should be sadly mismanaged. 
The Senior Deputy Collector of Khulna was, for instance, prosecuted for 
taking bribe, the Sub-Registrar was suspended for making out a false bill, 
and several clerks of the District Collectorate were dismissed for forging 
documents kept in their charge. Sir Alexander Mackenzie assured the public 
that he would not place raw inexperienced officers in charge of districts, and it is 
to be hoped that he will keep his word. A wise and experienced officer should 
be placed in charge of Khulna, especially at this time when famine is raging in 

several parts of that district. 
Dacca Gazette, 10. The Dacca Gazette of the 15th February complains that their own 
Feb. 15th, 1897. private business in connection with the Uari 
she ComeeNe ene TEC | eitlamenk bee 6 engrossed the attention of the 
Collectorate amlain Dacca that they cannot properly attend to their public 
duties. ‘The Collectorate offices, moreover, are filled with the pr éeges of the 

Head Babus. 


(d )— Educa tion. 


Kasson Krvast, ll. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 10th February has heard a rumour thatthe 
Feb. 10th, 1897. Sich i house of Babu Srish Chandra Chatterji, a teacher 
sari lh aac in the Barisal Zilla School, was burnt down 
by students. An enquiry should be made into the matter. 
Ratiamien 12. The Sahachar of the 10th February writes as follows :— 
Feb. 10th, 1897, - bicdace Sir Alfred Croft was our teacher and has 
valence gabe always been our well-wisher and friend; and 
though a foreigner, his long connection with the country secured for him the 
attachment of the people whose welfare he always sought. As Director of 
Public Instruction he gave new life to the Education Department, and 
discharged his duties in an exceedingly ptfaiseworthy manner. Not only was he 
possessed of a keen intellect, profound learning, and gre:t capacity for work, but 
he had also a feeling heart and the faculty of seeing and appreciating merit. 
Not a distinguished yraduate of the University but has received some recognition 
of merit at his hands His kind treatment of his pupils and his subordinates 
wus remarkable. Besides being a learned man, Sir Alfred had also a keen 
head for po'itics. In a word, he had all the qualities which make 
a om are He made the best Director of Public Instruction that Bengal has 
ever had. . 

Though he is leaving the sys. for good, his memory will live in the 
minds of educated Bengalis. We are glad to learn that his former pupils, friends 
and admirers held a meeting for tho purpose of expressing their gratitude to 
him and devising means for perpetuating Lis memory in this country. They 
would have failed in their duty towards him if they had not done this. 

EpucaTion Gazette, 13. <A correspondent of the Education Gazette of the 12th F ebruary writes 
Feb. 12th, 1897, Sar as follows :-— 

ae No ove in the Education Department ever 

received rapid promotion or high honours like Sir Alfred Croft > and no other 

Director of Public Instruction remained in that office so long. People have 


been heard to say that even among the Se retaries to Government there have 
been few who equalled Sir Alfred Croft in ability as a writer. The late 


one AA OO 
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he never came across a. man -who . sed such 


‘only did the Governments of Sir Ashley Eden and Six Steuart Bayley 
pa consult Sir Alfred .on matters unconnected with his de 
both the Government of Bengal and the Government of India, ons 
occasions, availed themselves of Sir Alfred Croft's able and facile pen. In dact, 
if Sir Alfred had been a Civilian, he would by this time have risen to she 
highest administrative post in the province, Sir Alfred’s acute mind enabled 
him to recognise merit at a glance, and many educated natives secured appoint- 
ments in the subordinate executive service through his favour. — 

‘Sir Alfred’s retirement, therefore, will not only be a heavy loss to the 
Education Department, ‘but will deprive the Lieutenant-Governor of one of his 
‘ablest assistants; and itis contemplated with sorrow not only by the men bf 
the Education Department but also “¢ the province. 7 Sir Alfred enjoy 
health and long life in England and devote the remainder of his days on 
earth to the promoting of India’s good in Parliament. It is matter for con- 


gratulation that the leading men of the province called a meeting for the 


purpose of expressing gratitude to Sir Alfred Croft. 


It is only a handful of people who fear that the new scheme of the 
Education Service will injure natives. As a matter of fact, it will not affeot 
them much. Underthe existing system, natives who are appointed to the superi- 
or grade draw only two-thirds the pay of the posts to which they are appointed. 


A native, for instance, who is appointed to the first grade of the education service | 


receives only Rs. 1,000 a month instead of Rs. 1,500, the full pay of the grade. 
And up to this time there has been only one native, the late Babu Bhudev 
Mukharji, so fortunate as to get a post in that grade. If, when the new scheme 
comes into force, any native officer of the department gives proof of exceptional 
ability and intellectual power like the late Bhudev Babu or like Mr. J. ©. 
Bose, his merit will certainly be recognised and he will get promotion in the 
Indian service. 


Sir Alfred’s memory should be perpetuated not by erecting a bust but by 
founding a Croft Professorship, or, 1f sufficient funds are not available for that 
purpose, by founding a Croft scholarship. Rupees eighty thousand, which will 
produce a monthly income of Rs. 200, will be sufficient for a professorship. 


14. The same paper writes as follows: — } 

Sir Alfred Croft Sir Alfred Croft has been employed in the Ben- 

gal Education Department for more than thirty 

years. Asa professor he earned the affection of his pupils, and competent 
judges have been heard to praise his learning and mode of teaching. As In- 
spector and Director he had to come into contact with Civilian officials more 
frequently than his predecessors, and by his tact, learning and force of charac- 
ter he was able to command the respect of even that conceited class of men. 
It is true the new scheme of the education service is not faultless and has, 
therefore, displeased many educated natives. But natives should agitate for 


EDUCATION GAZETTE, 
Feb. 12th, 1897. 


a modification ot the scheme, not because it gives them very few big posts, but | 


because it does not give them a safficiently large number of responsible posts. 
‘Their contention should be this, that educated as natives have been, there is no 
necessity for reserving so many big ay for Europeans. Only a few Euro- 


pean Professors of exceptionally high attainments should be brought out to 
set a high ideal to students and native professors. 


It is not right to blame Sir Alfred Croft or any other individual officer for 
the faults of the scheme, because in the system in which the entire adminis- 
tration of this country is carried on, no single individual canbe held respon- 
sible for any thing which is done by Government. Take, for instance, the 
introduction of local self-government in the country. Everybody praised Lord 
Ripon as the author of that measure, but it was, as a matter of fact, one of the 
results of the Famine Commission which sat years ago before Lord Ripon took 
the Viceroyalty. Sir Charles Elliott was blamed for his cadastral survey of 
Bihar. But the provisions relating to survey and record of rights in the Tenancy 


Act were introduced on the recommendation of the same Commission long 
before Sir Charles came to Belvedere. | 
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In his high office Sir Alfred was always kind, courteous and affectionate 


i a a 
7 


nates and to other people. The writer never heard that ay 


or with his manners. He appreciated merit. And though he could not 
promote every deserving native officer of his Department to the superior service 
he gave every such officer opportunities of knowing that his merit was fully re- 
the head of the Department. Sir Alfred’s ability as a writer made — 
respected by Government, and on various occasions he did great 
overnment by his advice in matters not connected with his own 
department. Without such advice Government's action in those matters 
would not probably have been quite commendable. It was beri Sir Alfred’s 


Directorship that tol examinations by Government were introduced and tol 
stipends were created. An important matter like this escaped the notice of 


al 


previous Directors. The people of Bengal should also feel grateful to Sir 
Alfred Croft for averting an education tax in Bengal, which would, but for his 
opposition, have certainly been imposed at the recommendation of the Educa- 
tion Commission. 3 , 
The late Babu Bhudev Mukharji had a very high opinion of Sir Alfred’s 
atience, business habits and courtesy, and the writer of this notice is also glad 
to be able to bear his own testimony to the possession of those noble qualities by 
the retiring Director. , 

May Sir Alfred enjoy health and long life at home, and use his able pen, 
as occasion shall arise, in the interest of the people of India. 

15. The Hitavadi of the 12th February hears that Sir Alexander Mackenzie 

has asked the authorities of the St. Xavier's 
the St. College not to-admit a large number of Bengali 

students to that College. .The Rector lately re- 
fused to admit a Bengali student on this ground. The writer will be glad if 
the rumour turns out to be without foundation. 

16. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 13th February complains that 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division is try- 
ing his best to abolish the middle schools in the N wo 
district by curtailing their educational grants, 
The Nadia people have made up their mind to petition tle Government 
through the District Board against the curtailment of educational grants and the 
diversion of the pound and ferry funds to any other purpose than education. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is a friend of education, and it is to be hoped that he 
will not allow the middle schools in Nadia to be starved to death. It will bea 

reat pity if the schools which prospered even during the rule of Sir Charles 
lliott be abolished during the rule of Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 

17. The Dacca Prakash of the 14th February approves of Dr. Martin’s 

icin Ulitie suggestion, made in the course of his recent visit 

| to the Cuttack College, that voluntary contributions 
of one anna from every school-boy and two annas from every college-boy 
should be raised in aid of famine relief. The proposal has been -heartily 
responded to by the students of Cuttack. It is hoped that the school and 
college authorities all over the province will induce their students to follow the 
example of the QOuttack boys. Such charity on the part of the school-boys 
will surely fill them with high moral impulses, 

18. The Hitaisht of the 16th February complains that, most probably 

acting under the a vice of the Commissioner of the 
sholighed in veonoee Presidency Division , the District Magistrate of 
vor Jessore has abolished the posts of inspecting pandits 
in the district. These poor pandiis will now fare very ill. Will not the 


Lieutenant-Governor take pity on these poor men and keep them in their posts 
at least so long as the famine lasts ? 


Bengali students in 
Xavier s College. 


Middle schools in danger in the 
Nadia district. 


Some inspecting panditships 


_(¢)—Local Self-Government and Munscipal Administration. 


19. The Barisal Hitaisht of the 5th February draws attention to the cir- 

The water-upply of Barisay CU™Stance that those tanks in Barisal town which © 
town. do not receive tide water contain only a little foul 
water this year, the use of which may lead to the 
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outbreak of epidemics. The Municipality is requested to deepen the existing 
channels for fringing in tide water and excavate new channels, where necessary, 
for the same purpose. | | ” 
20. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 8th February complains of 
great suffering from water scarcity among men and 
Water scarcity in Nasirabad gnimals in Kachijhuli, Gohailkandi, and ipara 
oe : in Nasirabad town in the Mymensingh district. 
ears ago, the District Board spent a large sum of money in si gaw 
ie Qubailkendi but the money os have n better spent if two tanks had 
been excavated with it. The Board having recently declared that if the re- 
quired land were placed at its disposal free of cost, it would excavate tanks, 
Achan Khan and Jaimat Raj of Sankipara have expressed their willingness to 
ive land free of cost. It is hoped that the Board will accept this offer without 
Jelay. There are one or two men in the villages in question who can excavate 
tanks at their own cost, but they do not venture to doso for fear of their 
zamindars. 


21. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of water scarcity 

in the villages near Narayandahar in the same 

_ Water scarcity in the Mymen- district. If the District Magistrate does not soon 

ie cera 3 take steps to remedy the evil, large numbers of 
deaths will take place from diseases caused by drinking impure water. 


92. The Sansodhint of the 12th February hopes that, now that a fresh 
election is about to be held in the Chittagong Muni- 
cipality, Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, Deputy Magis- 
trate, will be elected cr appointed as a Commissioner. Babu Nabin Chandra’s 
services will be of great value in connection with the water-supply scheme 
which has been proposed by the Divisional Commissioner. He himself pro- 
osed a similar scheme some years ago when he was Personal Assistant to the 
pune tr era as at present. 


23. The special correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :— 

(1) There are only two tanks in Osmanpur in 
Chittagong, one, Panchur pukur, contains three-and- 
a-half cubits of water, and the other, Lal Majhi’s pukur, only three cubits. 
In this season in other years each of these tanks contained four-and-a-half 
cubits of water. 


(2) Though the village of Azampur is one and-a-half square miles in area 
it contains only one tank whose water is drinkable. The water of the other 
tanks is brackish. All these tanks contain less water than they ordinarily do 
in other years. | 


(3) In Chittagong town the Maghi spring supplies no water, and scarcity 
of water is also severely felt in Chakbazar, Chaumuhani and Jaynagur. 
Gagan Babu’s tank should be reserved for supplying drinking water, and the 
water of some other tanks should be vestlled” by casting into them lime and 
other purifying substances. 


If the tanks already contain not more than three cubits of water, it is 
fearful to think what the situation will be in Chaitra. 


24. Kaliprasanna Datta writes as follows in the Samay of the 12th 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie's atti- February eg 

tude towards Local Self-Govern- Sir Alexander Mackenzie has assumed a hostile 
signee attitude towards many Municipalities and District 
Boards since he delivered his memorable Entally speech, and the officials too 
are following the example set by their chief. The Chairman of the Kalna 
Municipality has been insulted and has resigned. There has been a quarrel 
between the officials and the members of the Hooghly District Board aad the 
Commissioners of the Serampore Municipality.. It is also rumoured that the 
officials are trying their best to discomfit Babu Surendranath Banerji, Chair- 
man of the South Barrackpore Municipality, and to prevent his election to the 
Chairmanship next year. Barrackpore is a stronghold of official Europeans who 
are always against Babu Surendranath. Of late, he has given the Lieutenant- 
Governor cause for offence, and the latter has transgressed the bounds of 
courtesy in abusing him. The officials are go much offended with him that 


The Chittagong Municipality. 


Water scarcity in Chittagong. 
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at Pret letters and cireulars have been issued, in one of which, it is said, 


( 140 ) 


ent his election as a Municipal Commissioner, 


are even trying to 


S d th has been spoken of as “that worthless fellow.” The 
Distict Magistrate of the 24-Pengene had been to B re twice or thrice 
to take steps to prevent Surendra Babu’s election. But why this conspiracy? 
It is you who have given us Local Self-Government. _ Take it away, if you 
are 80 di . It is not a great thing to be a Municipal Commissioner or a 
Municipal Chairman? 

25. The Aiitavadi of the 12th February has heard it rumoured that 

; the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal rel go pa 

.,Rumoured disfranchisement of +)6 Serampore and other municipalities to show 

eer cause why they should not be disfranchised. If 
the rumour be true, Sir Alexander Mackenzie is going to act most unjustly. 


26. The Mihir o-Sudhakar of the 13th February regrets that the Commis- 

The date of the municipal sioner of the Presidency Division has not yet given 

elections mp Presidency Divi- any reply to the representation of the rate-payers of 

sion. the Santipur pre se in the Nadia district, 

asking for a change of the date of the municipal elections in that Division. If 
the date is not altered, no Musalman Commissioners will be elected. 


27. The Saraswat Patra of the 13th February writes as follows:— 

ne The sanitary aspect of Dacca—with its dust 
a thi ah streets, badly cleaned privics and hellish cess-poo 
—remains much the same as before; but the composition of its municipality has 
undergone a thorough change. The municipality does not now contain a single 
European; it is composed entirely of native Commissioners under a native 
Chairman. The only difference between Dacca of some years back and Dacca 
of to-day is that taxes are heavier now than before and that there is now a good 
water-supply, though it is not certain whether the Municipality or the Nawab 
Bahadur should be thanked for it. 

European domination in the Dacca Municipality has completely given 
place to native duladali. Under European domination the Commissioners. 
never ventured to say “nay” to any proposal of the Chairman’s. If any 
Commissioner had the impudence to differ from the Chairman, he had to express 
his views in the humblest language possible, and work was incessantly done 
though not always of the best kind. But that was far better than daladals. 

t is true party-spirit is an inseparable festure of self-government; 
witness the British Parliament, the greatest repcsitory of party-feeling. 
But party-feeling as it exists in Parliament and daladali as it exists among 
the members of Local Self-Government bodies in this country are two 
widely different things. In England partisanship has reference only to 
political opinions and principles; in India ina Local Self-Government body, it 
concerns itself with persons and personalities. A party in Parliament is 
actuated by no other consideration than the public dl | ; in India daladah 
seeks only personal aggrandisement. The day hevelons that daladaii first made 
its appearance in the Dacca Municipality every wise man was filled with fear 
regarding its future. Probably the fears were not groundless. It is suspected 
that advantage will be taken of the ensuing election to appoint the Magistrate 
as the Chairman of the Municipality. 

The writer, however, must say that in spite of daladali the Dacca Muni- 
cipality has done much for the improvement of the town , and it will not, 
therefore, be proper suddenly to deprive it of the - vilege of electing its Chair- 
man. Its period of probation should not be so su denly cut short. The rate- 


payers, on their part, should do their best to return the most competent men 88 
their representatives. 


28. In view of the prevailing water.scarcity in Bengal the Hitaishi of the 
16th February advises the Lieutenant-Governor 0 
dredge a few rivers. Dredging of rivers will give 


employment to hundreds of famine-strick jople 
and a portion of the Charitable Famine Relief iad wat to best atilived. i 


removing the prevailing water-scarcity. The excavation of one or more tanks 


or wells in every village will no doubt remove water-scarcit but nothing but 
the dredging of rivers will provide permanent relief, ig baba 


A suggestion for the removal of 
water scarcity in Bengal. 
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(9) —Rai.ways and communications, including canale and trrigation. 


299. The Sanjwani of the 13th February suggests that the Government 
should extend the branch of the Edén Canal which 

Suggestions for the excavation now reaches u to Koksa in the Jamalpur thana : of 
: ng Roy Burdway and the Burdwan istrict to the Palba thana in the same 
—e district. The branch canal to Itna Mouja may 
similarly be extended to Dhaneakhali in the Hooghly district. The excava- 
tion of these two branch canals will not cost the Government much, and they are 
likely to yield the Government # profit of 10 to 15 per cent. It is therefore 
a matter of regret that the Government has declined to bear the cost of these 
two works of public utility. Acute water-scarcity prevails in Jamalpur, Dhanea- 
khali and Polba thanas, and the Government should take immediate steps to 


remove it. 


(h)-—General, 


30. The Aitaradi of the 12th February observes that now that the Pro- 
vincial contract is going to be revised the Govern- 
ment of India will try to screw every Provincial 
Government out of the fruits of its economy. The Provincial Governments 
must always meet the unjust demands of the spendthrift Government of India! 
For the present the Supreme Government has made an unfairly heavy demand 
from the Madras Government. The Madras Chamber of Commerce has 
protested against this unjust demand, and it is to be expected that the protest 
will become general. 

81. The Sanjivani of the 13th February observes that the hill exodus of 
the Governor-General and the several Provincial 
Governors should be postponed this year. The 
Simla exodus annually costs ten lakhs of rupees, and this sum will be far 
better spent in relieving the famine-stricken people. During the last Bengal 
famine Lord Northbrook stopped his exodus to Simla. Cannot Lord Elgin 
postpone his hill exodus with a view to do good to the starving millions ? 

32. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 14th February regrets that the name 

; : of the Power newspaper has not been mentioned 
. par Pe ws saree gg Pict ed in the last Bengal Administration Report, and is 
189.96. surprised to find that, with the single exception of 
the Bangavasi, not one Bengali newspaper has been 
found worthy of mention in the same report. By whose order was this 
departure from the practice of other years made in regard to the native press ? 
That press expects only a little encouragement from Government at the end of 
each year ; and it has been denied even that this year. The writer is anxious 
to know at whose instance this open and invidious distinction has been made 
between English and native papers. If the report had appeared after the con- 
viction of the editor of the Aitavadi, it might have been supposed that the 
punishment of that vernacular journalist had brought the whole vernacular 
press into disrepute with the Government. Or if Sir Charles Elliott had got 
anything to do with the report in question, the omission might have been 
easily explained. But the report appeared before the Hitavads’s conviction, 
and about a year after Sir Charles Elliott's departure from the country. Is 
the omis;ion, then, owing to Sir Alexander Mackenzie ? That cannot be, for he 
is a just, affable and most liberal-minded and impartial ruler. 

According to the Administration Report, the Sanyivant is printed in a press 
called the “‘Sainya Press!” 

33. The Hubjul Mateen of the 15th February cannot approve of the 

ies aula ae So of Khan eg Delawar ay 
ee eae ae med as a trustee of the Hoo mambara 

one Sl trustee of the Hooghly because the Khan Bahadur is a : Shia. That 
ee was the ground on which his application for the 
trusteeship which was vacant by the death of Sir Jahan Kadr Mirza was 
rejected. He has succeeded this time, because Mr. Justice Ameer Ali has said 
that he is a member of the Muta Zila subdivision of the Shia sect. The 


an however, do not admit the Muta Zila class to be a subdivision of their 
sect. 


The Provincial contract. 


The coming Simla exodus. 


HITAVADI, 
Feb. 12th, 1897. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb, 13th, 1897. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTAVAHA, 


Feb. 14th, 1897, 


HvuBLUL MaTEEN, 
Feb. 15th, 1807, 


( 142 ) 


34. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 15th February makes the 
The plague notifications. following comments on the plague notifications :— 
(1) It is laid down in the plague notification No. 2 that ‘the inspecting 
officer may in his discretion cause to be destroyed any article which he con- 
siders liable to convey infection, and the owner of any article so destroyed 
shall be entitled to receive such compensation as the District Magistrate con- 
siders adequate.” It will not be convenient for most ey to go to the 
Magistrate. In our opinion, the Chief Inspecting Officer should have the power 
to give compensation, an appeal always lying to the Magistrate against his 
decision. | 
(2) It is laid down in notification No. 4, that the Health Officer “may, in 
consultation with the Engineer of the Corporation, cause to be removed all 


partitions, erections or portions of house walls which impede or obstruct 
ventilation.” There is, however, nothing in the notification providing for ven- 


tilation where the removal of partitions, &c., will interfere with the rights of 
other persons In such cases the injured party may sue the owner of the 


house in which such alterations are made. How is this difficulty to be got 
over ? 


(3) It is also laid down in the same notification that when a house is 
vacated under its provisions, it hall not be reoccupied without the written 
permission of the Chairman, who shall provide the inmates thereof, when 
necessary, with temporary accommodation. It is clear, therefore, that if the 


plague breaks out in Calcutta, the Municipality will be hard put to it in providing 
ejected persons with house accommodation. 


(4) It is further laid down that ‘it shall be lawful for the Chairman to 
select a site and erect a hospital thereon, or to convert any house or other 
buildings into a hospital for the isolation of patients suffering from the plague.” 
By this rule the Chairman is given almost despotic powers. The Lieutenant- 
Governor’s will is done. In disputed cases at least people should be allowed to 
appeal to the Medical Board. The owners of such houses will no doubt be 
entitled to compensation, but many such houses will not be available. It is 
also strange that there is nothing in the notification to show that the inmates of 


houses which will be converted into hospitals will be provided with house 
accommodation. 


(5) The public are assured in the notification that when a zanana lady is 
removed to a plague hospital, all possible endeavour shall be made to preserve 


her purda. Is it not ridiculous to say that the purda will be preserved of a 
female who is removed to such a hospital ? 


(6) The Chairman, it is further laid down, may, in his discretion, “ pay 
compensation to any person who has sustained substantial loss or damage by 
reason of anything done under the powers conferred in the notification, pro- 
vided, however, that no person shall be entitled as of right to claim any com- 
pensation whatever.” Passengers by rail and steamer are entitled to compen- 
sation, but the citizens of Calcutta are not. Why this invidious distinction ? 
Is the distinction made to maintain the prestige of Dr. Simpson, who was 


_ taken to task by the Municipal Commissioners for objecting to the payment of 


Hinp! Banaavasl, 
Feb, 15th. 1897. 


compensation in such cases? 


_(7) The municipal executive are empowered to take the help of the 
police in enforcing the regulations. This will certainly lead to oppression. 


The Act has been passed. A strong remedy has been prescribed for a 
dangerous disease. Oppression is inevitable in such cases, and there will be 
oppression from which the poor among natives will suffer the most. It isto 


be hoped, however, that the Government will keep a sharp eye over the 


police, so that they may not defeat th 
notifications. tad ® commendable object of these plague 


35. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 15th February hopes that Sir Alexander 
stlias Niaiet te Bath Cain. Mackenzie will give his careful consideration to 
the memorial of the British Indian Association pray- 

e. 


ing for the removal of the image of Buddha from the Budh Gaya temp 


The temple being visited by Hindi pilgrims. Buddha’s i lead 
to frequent quarrels between them a Buddhist pil a's — there may 
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III,—Leais.aTIvE. | 
36. The Burdwan Sanjwvant of the 9th February thus comments upon the Buspwax sawnvam, 
ee Epidemic Diseases Act :— Feb. 9th, 1897. 
ars amar tennae tee The object of the measure is no doubt com- _ 


mendable. It is intended to do good to the public. It is, however, extremely 
doubtful whether the beneficial object of the Act will be fulfilled. The Govern- 

ment has adopted stringent measures to check the epread of the plague in 

Bombay, but in vain. We shall.be quite prepared to bear the severity of the 
measure if it is proved to our satisfaction that the removal of plague patients 
from a house will prevent the inmates of the same and the neighbouring houses 

, from being attacked by the epidemic. But if you fail to do this, do not make 

the life of a dying patient much more miserable by removing him from the 

bosom of his family. Take the case of a child attacked by the plague. How 

will its parents tale it if it is forcibly removed to a hospital? How will a 

husband tolerate separation from his wife and how will a son bear the isolation 
of his old parents? Life is not worth living if the son cannot nurse his old 

parents, the husband his wife, or the wife her husband. What is the use of 

building a house and taking shelter in it if we are not allowed to die there in 

peace? Is it not unbearable that we shall not be allowed to have even a last 

look at those who are near and dear to our hearts ? 


The Lieutenant-Governor assures us that every effort will be made to 
reserve the purda of the female patients who will be removed to the hospital. 
ut how will a woman bear the painful idea that she will not be allowed to 

have a last look at her husband and children even when she will be breathing 
her last breath? It is true that the Government ought not to hesitate to 
cause inconvenience to a few in order to promote the welfare of many. In- 
dividual self-sacrifice, it must be admitted, is necessary for the promotion of 
public welfare. But few will desire to live in a country where the wife is 
separated from the husband, the child from the parent, and the parent from 
the child. We call this selfishness, and not self-sacrifice. Nothing could be 
more selfish than the idea that a man should remove bis wife, parents and 
children from his side, simply to eo himself from an attack of the plague. 
Society is nothing more than a collection of individuals and we fail to under- 
stand how a measure can promote social good which strikes terror into the 
heart of every individual. It is not also quite sure that the proposed measures 
will check the spread of the epidemic. Has the Government ascertained the 
causes of the outbreak of the plaguein Bombay and its appearance in the neigh- 
bouring towns? If contact with a plague patient causes the spread of the 
epidemic, why are doctors and nurses allowed to approach him? First prove 
that the plague is a contagious disease and is not due to sub-soil and 
atmospheric causes and then enforce isolation of plague patients. 


37. The Hitavadi of ie i. February has the following on the Hrravat, 
stiica tat Oia | pidemic Diseases Act :— Feb. 12th, 1897. 

wits nas pes - The Bill has been passed without giving the 
ea breathing time. In less than two weeks the bill was read at the Legis- 
ative Council, discussed in Select Committee, and passed by the Governor- 
General in Council. This indiscreet haste in passing a measure of supreme 
importance must be condemned. Availing itself of the plague scare, the Gov- 
ernment has assumed to itself unprecedentedly dangerous powers, and people’s 
honour and domestic sanctity will be in danger ifit is bent upon exercising 
them. Oppression will be rampant in the country if the measure is enforced. 
Low-paid irresponsible officers are, as a rule, entrusted with the execution of 
such powers, and, armed as they shall be with despotic powers in the present 
instance, they will oppress the people and tyrannise over them without let or 
hindrance. They will make life unbearable in all respectable families, 
Domestic peace, tranquillity and comfort will disappear from the country. 
Dreadful svenes of anarchy and disorder will be witnessed everywhere. The 
lower executive officers will, on the merest suspicion, enter the sacred precincts 
of every home and snatch away the wife from the husband, the daughter from 
the arms of the mother, helpless children from the side of their parents, and 
old parents from the protection of their sons—thus turning eve aceful 
home into a dreary desert. In Calcutta, a few months ago and (4 ore the 
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measure under notice came into force, Dr. Simpson struck terror into the hearts 
of the citizens by his oppressive plague measures. The Epidemic Diseases Act 
will give rise to oppression and tyranny, which will be sure to bring in their 
train most undesirable consequences. Dr. Simpson’s conduct clearly showed 
how oppression was sure to result from forced isvlation on the merest suspicion. 
Hindus and Musalmans value domestic peace and seclusion above all other 
things. Wife and children are dearer to them than life, and they cannot for a 
moment bear their separation. It goes against their domestic custom to allow 
a stranger to euter the zanana an hold conversation with their ladies. The 
will take such « thing for a great insult, and they will not bear that a public 
officer will forcibly remove their wives and children. Death, in fact, will be 
much more welcome to them. Few of those, moreover, who will be forcibly 
removed will survive the shock of the indignity, insult and loss of respect 
which such removal must mean for them. They will not even have the conso- 
lation of secing their nearest and dearest on their death-beds. It was in an 
evil hour that the plague visited this country, and Dr. Simpson invented 
measures for the isolation of plague patients. The public should strongly 
protest aginst the heartless measure under notice. 

The plague scare has upset men’s minds, and they have lost the power of closely 
scrutinising the merits of the measure which has been passed ostensibly with the 
view of preventing the spread of the dangerous epidemic. ‘The terror-stricken 
public are not likely to foresee the dangerous consequences of the measure. 
But we cannot support the Act, and we feel it our duty to strongly protest 
against it. The very wording of the measure is perilously misleading. The 
public are under the pleasant delusion that the measure is a temporary one, and 
will cease to be enforced as soon as the plague disappears. It is true that the 
authorities declare that the measure is a temporary one, but it is quite clear 
from its title and scope that the measure, once passed, will remain in force for 
ever. Why should the Act be called the “ Dangerous Epidemics Act” and 
not the “Plague Act”: if it were meant only for the stamping out of the 
plague? There is nothing in the measure to show that it was passed with 
the sole object of preventing the further spread of the plague. Every 
disease may become epidemic. Cholera and small-pox epidemics are of pretty 
frequent occurrence in India. Malaria epidemic has become almost chronic, and 
typhus and typhoid fevers, influenza, diphtheria and croup may and often do 
assume an epidemic character, There is no doubt that the Act will be put 
into operation whenever these diseases will break out in an epidemic form. 
In the Act there is no definition of a “dangerous epidemic,” and it is left 
to the discretion of the officials to determine whether a particular disease has 
or has not assumed a dangerous character. The executive authorities have 
thus been armed with despotic powers. The Hon’ble Mr. Sayani objected to 
there being no definition of a ‘‘ dangerous epidemic” in the Act, and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ananda Charlu proposed that none but an experienced and efficient medical 
practitioner should be eutrusted with the duty of isolating a suspected plague 
patient. They, however, were not heard, and their cry was acry in the 
wilderness. Dr. Simpson is reputed to be an eminent medical practitioner, 
but even he committed mistakes in determining whether a particular case was 
a true plague case or not. Precautions ought, therefore, to have been taken 
to prevent any such mistakes in future. The Lieutenant-Governor of course 
assures us that no violence will be done to women, or no unnecessary incon- 
venience will be caused to them in carrying out isolation measures. We cannot, 
however, believe that the Lieutenant-Governor’s assurances will be of any 
avail in practice. 

_One word more, and we have done, In our opinion no section of the 
Indian Penal Code can be applicable to any offence which is not contemplated 
by it. The Government, therefore, has no power to enforce the provisions of 
the Indian Penal Code in cases which do not come within its purview. From 
the a of section 188 of this Code it is quite clear that the Government 

cannot apply it to cases contemplated in the Epidemic Diseases Act. 

38. The Bangavasi of tbe 13th February has the following on the 

Sho Waddenio Bicniens Aah Epidemic Diseases Act :— 
Government has passed an oppressive measure 
to check the further spread of the plague and other dangerous epidemic diseases. 
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Oppression is certainly bearable if oppression of a few proves beneficial and 
savannas to many. But is this oppressive measure likely to be of any 
good to the public at large? Take the case of Bombay. The town has been 
cleansed, the houses have been whitewashed. Bombay has become almost 
deserted. ‘The people, too, have now known the character of the epidemic. 
But the plague is still spreading and its virulence is increasing. The Act under 
notice arms the executive with despotic powers which are sure to be misused in 
a country in which executive officers misuse the smallest power with which they 
are entrusted. In this country even the registration of births and deaths is a 
source of oppression, and there is little doubt that the measure under notice will 

rove extremely oppressive. The Hindu wants to live in the midst of his 
family when he is stricken with disease, and when he is on the point of death it 
is required that his friends and relations should utter the names of his gods in 
his ears. Why prevent the helpless and long suffering Hindu from dying in 
peace? When eath summons us we must die. Why disturb and distract us 
in the name of science? 


39. The Sanjivant of the 13th February observes that the + perry 
“aa Diseases Act may prove oppressive in isolated cases, 
The Epidemic Diseases Act. = hut the good that it will do to the public will far 


outweigh the evil which is likely to result from it. 


40. Referring to the passing of the Indian Fisheries Act the Dainik-o- 
ss Samachar Chandrika of the 14th Febrvary observes 

clecrs sn shearer ban that it is desirable that wholesale destruction of 
fish should be prohibited. The Act is certainly welcome on this ground; but 
then it arms the police with extensive powers which are most likely to be 
abused. People are likely to be arrested on slight pretexts and detained in 
custody. It is no doubt provided that no person arrested under the 
rovisions of this Act shall oe detained longer than may be necessary for 
ringing him before a Magistrate; but it is entirely at the discretion of a 
police officer to determine what time is necessary to bring an offender before 
a Magistrate. It is to be hoped, however, that the Government will take steps 
to prevent oppression as much as possible in enforcing the provisions of 
this Act. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


41. Al Punch of the 4th February says that scarcity of food and fodder 
is severely felt in Ghazipur and Azamgarh, and 
regrets that no relief works or poor-houses have 
yet been opened in the former place, where scarcity 
is severely felt, and labourers cannot get work us in the Sadar. 

42, The Hitavads of the 12th February learns from the Gaurvarta that 

sie tasisihin Saha acute distress prevails in Malda. A correspondent 

| of the latter paper complains that a boy of 16 has 

died from starvation in Masuriban within the jurisdiction of the Nawabganj 

thana, In Balia Nawabganj, within the jurisdiction of Malda town, two people, 

husband and wife, have died from the same cause. Their dead bodies were 

cremated at the cost of the municipality." In Mahdipur in the same district, 
many are living on one meal for two or three days. 

43. The same paper a ga 7 ee prevalence of — Pik oa a 

rf itpur, and other villages in the Murshidabad dis- 

ne eee trict. Both the aus am the rabi crops have failed, 
and the sufferings of the poor and starving people are indescribable. — 

44. ‘The same paper thus comments on Sir Arthur Havelock’s famine 
speech in Madras :— 

Sir Arthur Havelock observed that the Govern- 
ment of India wus well advised in delaying the 
call for publi¢e subscriptions, and it was foolish to find fault with the Govern- 
ment for making this delay. His Excellency also observed that the present 
distress was not so severe as the Madras famine of 1876-78. In our opinion, 
both these statements are incorrect. It is certainly true that the Government 
ought not to call for public subscriptions before the existence of famine is con- 
clusively proved, but may we ask when was the existence of the famine 
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proved to the Government? Would the Government, we further 
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; ask, have 
realised the acuteness of the prevailing distress if the Indian National Congress 
had not appealed to the Lord Mayor for raismg subscriptions in mp ora 
From September last the public press has been continually dinning 

news into the Government’s ears, but in vain. The signs of distress which 


were manifest to every one were unnoticed by the Government. When the 


Lord Mayor resolved, atthe request of the Indian press, to call for public sub- 

criptions, the Secretary of State requested him to postpone the ing out 
of ‘hie intention. But soon after the protest of the Indian National Congress 
reached England, the English people were moved, the Lord Mayor = 
to English charity, and the Secretary of State could no longer conceal the true 
state of things. “We-can boldly say that but for the protest of the Indian 


_ National Congress, the Government would have even now ignored the preval- 


ence of famine. 


It is not also true that the Madras famine of 1876-78 was severer than the 
resent famine. Famine may not have broken out. in a severe form in Madras, 
but it is beyond dispute, considering the widespread character of the present 
distress, that no severer calamity ever visited this country. 
45. The Sansodhini of the 12th February has learnt from its special 
correspondent that one Meher Ali of Jorarganj in 
Distress in the Chittagong dis- the Chittagong district has died of starvation, and 
st | that if relief is not soon given many more deaths 
from the same cause will take place. The muharrir of the Sadar Khas Mahal, 
too, has reported deaths from the same cause. Babu Gopi Mohan Ghose, 
Deputy Magistrate, has gone on —s but has he taken rice with him, or 
has he gone to see the sufferings of the people with empty hands? ‘The Com- 
missioner has admitted the existence of distress, and relief funds have been 
raised. But why are those funds still being held back instead of being 
in relief of distress? In Fatikchhari, Jorarganj and Cox’s Bazar, whe 
necessity for relief has become clear, rice should be sent to the relief sub- 
committees and distributed through volunteers chosen from among school- 
masters and other people. The writer knows that many people are qui 
willing to volunteer their services for the purpose of relief distribution. 
Sub-Deputy Magistrates, Babus Ramesh Chandra Singh and Sarat Chandra 
Chatterji, may be Le « apes to superintend the work of these volunteers. No 
time should be wasted in organising relief measures on a larger scale than this, 


because the distress 1s not yet so widespread. ‘The following are the names of 
some persons who are suffering :— 


1, Muhammad Idrich, son of Muhammad Hossain, resident of Dhum, 
age 45. His family contains six members; gets a relief of only two rupees 
@ month ; can procure only one meal a day. | 

2. Jagadbandhu De, son of Ramsundur Adhikari, age 20; has to main- 
-_ four members; earns Re. 1-8 a month by shop-keeping ; gets only one meal 
a day. 

3. Dom Ali, age 50; maintains four others; too weak from starvation to 
serve as @ labourer; gets one meal on every other day. 

4. Mahatali, age 60; family contains seven members. 

5. Sasi Kumar Singh, son of Ramdulal Singh, resident of Jamalpur, 
age 15; family contains three members. Works as a labourer and gets a meal 
on every alternate day. 


6. Bidhu Chakrani, resident of Jamalpur, age 30; has to maintain three 
others; can get one meal a day by working as a labourer. 


7. Yajneswari, resident of Chharitakia, age 50: t 
alternate day. , age 50; can get a meal on every 


A correspondent writing from Kanchannagur in Fatikchhari complains of 
the failure of the aman and radi crops and of the high prices of ce Ss ca rice. 
The middle class people are the worst off, because they cannot beg. Water- 
scarcity, too, prevails in the village Another correspondent writing from 
Kanchanpur within the same paeciction says that a few days ago one ‘I'hakur 
Chand of that village deserted his family consisting of his wife and two minor 


children. The Sitakund correspondent report : od end 
water-scarcity. Coarse rice sells there at Re 4 8 cae st Bi from food 
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46, Referring to the Famine Relief Fund Committee’s declining to take 
Mellin’s food declined. Mellin’s food on the ground that people will object 


| to its use in want oe ae t 9 oe = —_ 
th nvani of the 13th February observes that the foo0¢ gely use 

‘o oane Hind homes by children and invalids. Even if Hindus pi ow to its 
use, plague-stricken non-Hindus may use it without any scruple. : 


47. A correspondent of the same paper complains that famine and water 
scarcity prevail in Godaipur in the Ashashuni thana 
Disteess in Benge. of the Khulna. district. Paddy is not available. 
The poor peasants have sold off their cattle. All the crops have failed and 
ple are starving: Famine and water scarcity also prevail in Nakasipara in 
the Nadia district. Rice is selling at 9 seers per rupee. ‘he labourers are 
without employment. People are actually starving. Theft and highway 
fobbery are rife. The state of things is no better in Devagram in the same 
district. From the 28th January last, the Government has been doling out 
half a seer of rice to each deserving adult. On that day about four hundred 
starving people presented themselves at the relief house, but only two hundred 
weenie gm getting relief. On the 27th January many presented themselves 
at the gate of a local zamindar for alms, but most of them had to go awa 
disappointed, and one emaciated woman fell into a ditch and died. Almost all 
the tanks have run dry. Many of their owners applied for loan from the 
Government. Loan was sanctioned, but they are hesitating to take it. The 
people are in a mournful plight. 


48, The Bankura Darpan of the 16th February says that Government 
does not apne! believe in the existence of 
scarcity in the Bankura district or it would have 
provided for the grant of ¢akavi loans. The authorities are serious 

mistaken. Bankura is one of the poorest districts in Bengal; its peopl 

starve even when rice sells at 12 seers per rupee. This year large numbers of 
people are leaving their homes, as they cannot get employment even for 6 
pice per day. Theft of grain, dacoity, incendiarism, assault, highway robbery 
and grain riots have been taking place in the district for a long time. Still 
no relief work has been opened. The authorities tell the sufferers to go either 
to Midnapore or to Howrah for work. This is the proper time to advance 
loans and open relief works. 


__ A correspondent of the same paper writing from Jalanpur in the Bankura 
district, says that severe distress prevails in the northern and western parts of 
the district. Some twenty or thirty villages have reaped only a six anna rice 
crop, and therefore rice sold at 9 to 10 seers per rupee even in the month 
of Paus. Labourers and low class people are hardly getting one meal a day. 
In Jalanpur some low class people and four or five helpless but vaectalle 
widows are severely suffering. Cattle-plague has been prevailing in the 
district since the month of ik last. Police Inspector Harigopal Babu is 
to be praised for his attention to the poor in this time of distress. But the 


conduct of the Sub-Inspector of the Barojora outpost is in strange contrast with 
that of Harigopal Babu. , , 


49. The Mituishi of eg Bh r Lreery complains of the conduct of the 
rict Magistrate of Jessore in connection with 
ae ™ penis ree ae prevailing distress in that district. The Magis- 
trate ie of opinion that there is no distress in his district, and is therefore, 
taking no steps to relieve the famine-stricken people. It is, however, well 
known that acute distress prevails in the Gadkhali, Kaligan; , Sarsa and Mahes- 
pur thanas, where the aman crop completely failed. People are actually starv- 
ing in these places and most of them are living on one meal a day. The Magis- 
trate has made arrangements for the giving of half a pound of rice a week only 
to disabled women. But how will able-bodied women live? Itisa pity that 
heartless officials should defeat the noble object of the Government b neglect- 
we to relieve the starving people. It was owing to the neglect of the former 
agistrate of Khulna that several deaths from starvation occurred in Ashashuni. 
The District Magistrate of Jessore also is following a blind and dangerous 
policy. The Government will save many lives by ordering half a pound of rice 
to be given every day to the famine-stricken people of Jessore, one and all. 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUs. 


» Th Hi itavad : of the 12th Febru observes that the balance of the 
” Pe Albert Victor Memorial Fund should be utilised in 
establishing a hospital in connection with the Cal- 


The Albert Victor Memorial 
ree cutta Medical School. This is the best of all the 


proposals made by the Committee of the Fund. 


61. Referring to Lord -vqgnagg ~~ pia e ey eT and his gee 

, tion on foot of the plague-stricken quarters o 
Lord Sandhurst inthe plegue: = Bombay, the Bangavasi of the 13th Fe ob- 
serves that the Indian public have been agreeably surprised to witness the strik- 


ing proof of self-sacrifice and conscientiousness shown by the Governor of 
Bombay. This courage and sympathy with the suffering millions ought to 


inspire others with similar feelings for them. 
52. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the-13th February says that want of educa- 
tion is one of the principal causes of the backward 
Cause of the backward condition condition of the Bengal Musalmans. ‘To take first 
aa eeactirannar sore the case of the Musalman zamindar community. It 
will not be going far from the truth to say that the Musalman zamindars of 
Bengal receive no education whatever. All the education that the sons of these 
zamindars receive is reading the Koran at home with some Mollah or Maulvi 
and acquiring a little knowledge of Bengali. ‘And even this they finish on 
reaching their eleventh or twelfth year, after which they are found irdulging in 
the luxurious and debauched habits of their parents. The practice prevalent 
among wealthy or well-to-do Musalman families of keeping lots of bandis of all 
ages leads to the ruin of their youthful male members and undermines the health of 
their female members by making them ease-loving and indolent. In this way 
the sons of Musalman zamindars grow up so ignorant that they can neither ca 
on any studies in later life nor manage their own zamindaris. Historical 
studies and newspaper reading improve a man’s knowledge of the world, but 
the son of a Musalman zamindar has sufficient knowledge neither of English, 
Urdu, Persian nor Bengali to be able to read either history or newspapers. If 
zamindari management had meant only the collection of rent from raiyats, he 
might have done that, but as it means a good deal more, he has no alternative 
but to leave it in the hands of his servants. 

There is a striking contrast between Musalman and Hindu zamindars in 
respect of education. The latter always educate their sons in public schools. 
There are in consequence many M.A.’s and B.L.’s among Hindu zamindars. 
Musalman zamindars, on the other hand, have not yet realised the important 
necessity of educating their children at school. The women of rich Hindus, 
too, not being indolent like Musalman women, Hindu children possess better 
physique than the sons of Musalman zamindars. Hindu zamindars are resolute, 
dutiful and energetic, whilst Musalman zamindars are luxurious and indolent. 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


53. The Paridarsak-o-Srthattavasi of the 10th February observes that 


Mr, Cotton fulfilled the expectations of the Sylhet 


people by responding most cordially to their’ wel- 
come. ‘The Assam people never before had sucha courteous and gs Jemathelis ruler. 


54. The same paper complains that the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet 
makes even a petition by a prisoner chargeable 
with court-fee. This is contrary to section 19 of 


i the Court-fees Act. The attention of the Deputy 
Commissioner was drawn to the matter, but he declined to go against the 


prevailing practice in Sylhet. The matter should receive the attention of the 
higher authorities. 


55. ‘T’he same paper complains that a man was drowned in fording the 
Death ly drowning in Sylhet. Surma river in the Sylhet district. The matter 


should draw the attention of d 
steps should be taken by them to prevent such sdiiliente eee eee 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Transiator. 


Mr. Cotton as a ruler of Assam. 
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